Proper 5 
Closest to June 8
Genesis 12:1-9
Ps. 33:1-12
 or Hosea 5:15—6:6

Ps. 50:7-15
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13,18-26

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 5  
O God, from whom all good proceeds:  Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Book of Genesis    12: 1 - 9

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

Psalm    33: 1 - 12
1  
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; *

 

it is good for the just to sing praises.

2  
Praise the LORD with the harp; *

 

play to him upon the psaltery and lyre.

3  
Sing for him a new song; *

 

sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet.

4  
For the word of the LORD is right, *

 

and all his works are sure.

5  
He loves righteousness and justice; *

 

the loving kindness of the LORD fills the whole earth.

6  
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, *

 

by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts.

7  
He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water skin *

 

and stores up the depths of the sea.

8  
Let all the earth fear the LORD; *

 

let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him.

9  
For he spoke, and it came to pass; *

 

he commanded, and it stood fast.

10  
The LORD brings the will of the nations to naught; *

 

he thwarts the designs of the peoples.

11  
But the LORD’S will stands fast for ever, *

 

and the designs of his heart from age to age.

12  
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *

 

happy the people he has chosen to be his own!


The Book of Hosea   5: 15 -- 6: 6
I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their distress they will beg my favor: 

“Come, let us return to the Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
Psalm    50: 7 - 15
7  
Hear, O my people, and I will speak:


“O Israel, I will bear witness against you; *

 

for I am God, your God.

8  
I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; *

 

your offerings are always before me.

9  
I will take no bull calf from your stalls, *

 

nor he goats out of your pens;

10  
For all the beasts of the forest are mine, *

 

he herds in their thousands upon the hills.

11  
I know every bird in the sky, *

 

and the creatures of the fields are in my sight.

12  
If I were hungry, I would not tell you, *

 

for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.

13  
Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, *

 

or drink the blood of goats?

14  
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving *

 

and make good your vows to the Most High.

15  
Call upon me in the day of trouble; *

 

I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.”

The Epistle to the Romans   4: 13 - 25
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The Gospel according to Matthew   9: 9 – 13, 18 - 26
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout that district.

聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 四 主 日 

祝 文   合 時 儀 文  第 五 式

上帝啊，一切的善德都是從主而來的：求主施恩感動我們，使我們心裡常存善念，又能靠主慈愛的引導，使我們能將善念實行出來；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們。

創 世 記   12: 1 - 9
耶和華對亞伯蘭說：“你要離開本地、本族、父家，往我所要指示你的地去。我必叫你成為大國。我必賜福給你，叫你的名為大，你也要叫別人得福。為你祝福的，我必賜福與他；那咒詛你的，我必咒詛他。地上的萬族都要因你得福。”亞伯蘭就照著耶和華的吩咐去了，羅得也和他同去。亞伯蘭出哈蘭的時候年七十五歲。亞伯蘭將他妻子撒萊和侄兒羅得，連他們在哈蘭所積蓄的財物，所得的人口，都帶往迦南地去。他們就到了迦南地。亞伯蘭經過那地，到了示劍地方摩利橡樹那裡。那時，迦南人住在那地。耶和華向亞伯蘭顯現，說：“我要把這地賜給你的後裔。”亞伯蘭就在那裡為向他顯現的耶和華築了一座壇。從那裡他又遷到伯特利東邊的山，支搭帳棚。西邊是伯特利，東邊是艾。他在那裡又為耶和華築了一座壇，求告耶和華的名。後來亞伯蘭又漸漸遷往南地去。

詩 篇  33: 1 - 12
1
義人哪，你們應當靠耶和華歡樂；*



正直人的讚美是合宜的。

2
你們應當彈琴稱謝耶和華，*



用十絃瑟歌頌他。

3
應當向他唱新歌，*



彈得巧妙，聲音洪亮。

4
因為耶和華的言語正直，*



凡他所作的盡都誠實。

5
他喜愛仁義公平；*



遍地滿了耶和華的慈愛。

6
諸天藉耶和華的命而造；*



萬象藉他口中的氣而成。

7
他聚集海水如壘，*



收藏深洋在庫房。

8
願全地都敬畏耶和華！*



願世上的居民都懼怕他！

9
因為他說有，就有，*



命立，就立。

10
耶和華使列國的籌算歸於無有，*



使眾民的思念無有功效。

11
耶和華的籌算永遠立定；*



他心中的思念萬代常存。

12
以耶和華為上帝的，那國是有福的！*



他所揀選為自己產業的，那民是有福的！

何 西 阿 書  5:15 – 6:6
我要回到原處，等他們自覺有罪，尋求我面；他們在

急難的時候，必切切尋求我：“來吧，我們歸向耶和華！他撕裂我們，也必醫治；他打傷我們，也必纏裹。過兩天他必使我們甦醒，第三天他必使我們興起，我們就在他面前得以存活。我們務要認識耶和華，竭力追求認識他。他出現確如晨光；他必臨到我們像甘雨，像滋潤田地的春雨。”主說：“以法蓮哪，我可向你怎樣行呢？猶大啊，我可向你怎樣做呢？因為你們的良善如同早晨的雲霧，”因此，我藉先知砍伐他們，以我口中的話殺戮他們，我施行的審判如光發出。我喜愛良善，不喜愛祭祀；喜愛認識上帝，勝於燔祭！

詩 篇  50: 7 - 15

7
我的民哪，你們當聽我的話！*



以色列啊，我要勸戒你;



我是上帝，是你的上帝！

8
我並不因你的祭物責備你;*



你的燔祭常在我面前。

9
我不從你家中取公牛，*



也不從你圈內取山羊。

10
因為樹林中的百獸是我的，*



千山上的牲畜也是我的。

11
山中的飛鳥，我都知道;*



野地的走獸也都屬我。

12
我若是飢餓，我不用告訴你，*



因為世界和其中所充滿的都是我的。

13
我豈吃公牛的肉呢?*



我豈喝山羊的血呢?

14
你們要以感謝為祭獻與上帝，*



又要向至高者還你的願，

15
並要在患難之日求告我;*



我必搭救你，你也要榮耀我。

羅 馬 書  4: 13 - 25
因為上帝應許亞伯拉罕和他後裔必得承受世界，不是因律法，乃是因信而得的義。若是屬乎律法的人才得為後嗣，信就歸於虛空，應許也就廢棄了。因為律法是惹動忿怒的，哪裡沒有律法，那裡就沒有過犯。所以人得為後嗣是本乎信，因此就屬乎恩，叫應許定然歸給一切後裔，不但歸給那屬乎律法的，也歸給那效法亞伯拉罕之信的。亞伯拉罕所信的，是那叫死人復活、使無變為有的上帝，他在主面前作我們世人的父。如經上所記：“我已經立你作多國的父。” 他在無可指望的時候，因信仍有指望，就得以作多國的父，正如先前所說：“你的後裔將要如此。”他將近百歲的時候，雖然想到自己的身體如同已死，撒拉的生育已經斷絕，他的信心還是不軟弱。並且仰望上帝的應許，總沒有因不信，心裡起疑惑，反倒因信，心裡得堅固，將榮耀歸給上帝。且滿心相信上帝所應許的必能作成。所以這就算為他的義。“算為他義”的這句話，不是單為他寫的， 也是為我們將來得算為義之人寫的，就是我們這信上帝使我們的主耶穌從死裡復活的人。耶穌被交給人，是為我們的過犯；復活，是為叫我們稱義。

馬 太 福 音  9: 9–13, 18-26
耶穌從那裏往前走，看見一個人名叫馬太，坐在稅關上，就對他說：“你跟從我來。” 他就起來跟從了耶穌。耶穌在屋裏坐席的時候，有好些稅吏和罪人來，與耶穌和他的門徒一同坐席。法利賽人看見，就對耶穌的門徒說：“你們的先生為甚麼和稅吏並罪人一同吃飯呢﹖” 耶穌聽見，就說：“康健的人用不著醫生，有病的人才用得著。經上說：‘我喜愛憐恤，不喜愛祭祀’。這句話的意思，你們且去揣摩。我來本不是召義人，乃是召罪人。”  

耶穌說這話的時候，有一個管會堂的來拜他說：“我女兒剛才死了，求你去按手在她身上，她就必活了。”耶穌便起來跟著他去，門徒也跟了去。有一個女人，患了十二年的血漏，來到耶穌背後，摸他的衣裳繸子， 因為她心裡說：“我只摸他的衣裳，就必痊愈。”耶穌轉過來看見她，就說：“女兒，放心！你的信救了你。”從那時候，女人就痊愈了。耶穌到了管會堂的家裡，看見有吹手，又有許多人亂嚷， 就說：“退去吧！這閨女不是死了，是睡著了。”他們就嗤笑他。眾人既被攆出，耶穌就進去，拉著閨女的手，閨女便起來了。於是這風聲傳遍了那地方。
