Proper 15  - Year A
Genesis 45:1-15
Psalm 133
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 


The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect:  Proper 15
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and for ever.  Amen.
The Book of Genesis    45: 1 - 15
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
Psalm   133
1  
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *

 

when brethren live together in unity! 

2  
It is like fine oil upon the head *

 

that runs down upon the beard, 

3  
Upon the beard of Aaron, *

 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4  
It is like the dew of Hermon *

 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5  
For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *

 

life for evermore.
The Book of Isaiah    56: 1, 6 - 8
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.
Psalm  67
1
May God be merciful to us and bless us,



show us the light of his countenance and come to us.

2
Let your ways be known upon earth,



your saving health among all nations.

3
Let the peoples praise you, O God;



let all the peoples praise you.

4
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,



for you judge the peoples with equity



and guide all the nations upon earth.

5
Let the peoples praise you, O God;



let all the peoples praise you.

6
The earth has brought forth her increase;



may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7
May God give us his blessing,



and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.


The Epistle to the Romans   11: 1 – 2a, 29 - 32
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

The Gospel according to Matthew    15: (10 – 20) 21 - 28
[Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 九 主 日 

祝 文    合 時 儀 文  第 十 五 式

全能的上帝，你曾使獨生的聖子，為我們作了贖罪祭，又為我們留下聖善生活的榜樣：求主施恩，使我們常存感恩的心，來領受祂救贖大功的成果，又能每天跟隨祂至聖生活的腳縱；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督。聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們 。 

創 世 記   45: 1 - 15
約瑟在左右站著的人面前情不自禁，吩咐一聲說：“人都要離開我出去！”約瑟和弟兄們相認的時候，並沒有一人站在他面前。他就放聲大哭，埃及人和法老家中的人都聽見了。約瑟對他弟兄們說：“我是約瑟，我的父親還在嗎？”他弟兄不能回答，因為在他面前都驚惶。約瑟又對他弟兄們說：“請你們近前來。”他們就近前來，他說：“我是你們的兄弟約瑟，就是你們所賣到埃及的。現在，不要因為把我賣到這裡自憂自恨，這是上帝差我在你們以先來，為要保全生命。現在這地的饑荒已經二年了，還有五年不能耕種，不能收成。上帝差我在你們以先來，為要給你們存留餘種在世上，又要大施拯救，保全你們的生命。這樣看來，差我到這裡來的不是你們，乃是上帝。他又使我如法老的父，作他全家的主，並埃及全地的宰相。你們要趕緊上到我父親那裡，對他說：‘你兒子約瑟這樣說：上帝使我作全埃及的主，請你下到我這裡來，不要耽延。你和你的兒子、孫子，連牛群、羊群，並一切所有的，都可以住在歌珊地，與我相近，我要在那裡奉養你；因為還有五年的饑荒，免得你和你的眷屬，並一切所有的，都敗落了。’ 況且你們的眼和我兄弟便雅憫的眼，都看見是我親口對你們說話。你們也要將我在埃及一切的榮耀和你們所看見的事，都告訴我父親，又要趕緊地將我父親搬到我這裡來。”於是約瑟伏在他兄弟便雅憫的頸項上哭；便雅憫也在他的頸項上哭。他又與眾弟兄親嘴，抱著他們哭，隨後他弟兄們就和他說話。
詩   篇 
133
1
看哪，弟兄和睦同居，*

是何等地善，何等地美！
2
這好比那貴重的油澆在頭上*

流到鬍鬚，
3
流到亞倫的鬍鬚，*

又流到他的衣襟；
4
又好比黑門的甘露*

降在錫安山；
5
因為在那裡有耶和華所命定的福，*

就是永遠的生命。
以 賽 亞 書  56: 1, 6-8
耶和華如此說：你們當守公平，行公義；因我的救恩臨近，我的公義將要顯現。還有那些與耶和華聯合的外邦人，要事奉祂，要愛耶和華的名，要作祂的僕人─就是凡守安息日不干犯，又持守祂約的人。我必領他們到我的聖山，使他們在禱告我的殿中喜樂。他們的燔祭和平安祭，在我壇上必蒙悅納，因我的殿必稱為萬民禱告的殿。主耶和華 ── 就是招聚以色列被趕散的，說：『在這被招聚的人以外，我還要招聚別人歸併他們。』
詩   篇 
67

1
願上帝憐憫我們，賜福與我們，*

用臉光照我們。
2
好叫世界得知你的道路，*

萬國得知你的救恩。
3
上帝啊，願列邦稱讚你！*

願萬民都稱讚你！
4
願萬國都快樂歡呼﹔*

因為你必按公正審判萬民，

引導世上的萬國。
5
上帝啊，願列邦稱讚你！*

願萬民都稱讚你。
6
地已經出了土產﹔*

上帝─就是我們的上帝要賜福與我們。
7
上帝要賜福與我們﹔*
地的四極都要敬畏他。


羅 馬 書   11: 1-2a, 29-32

我且說，上帝棄絕了他的百姓嗎？斷乎沒有！因為我也是以色列人，亞伯拉罕的後裔，屬便雅憫支派的。上帝並沒有棄絕他預先所知道的百姓。因為上帝的恩賜和選召是沒有後悔的。你們從前不順服上帝，如今因他們的不順服，你們倒蒙了憐恤。這樣，他們也是不順服，叫他們因著施給你們的憐恤，現在也就蒙憐恤。因為上帝將眾人都圈在不順服之中，特意要憐恤眾人。
馬 太 福 音   15: (10 - 20) 21 - 28

[耶穌就叫了眾人來，對他們說：“你們要聽，也要明白。入口的不能污穢人，出口的乃能污穢人。” 當時，門徒進前來對他說：“法利賽人聽見這話不服，你知道嗎？”耶穌回答說：“凡栽種的物，若不是我天父栽種的，必要拔出來。任憑他們吧！他們是瞎眼領路的；若是瞎子領瞎子，兩個人都要掉在坑裡。” 彼得對耶穌說：“請將這比喻講給我們聽。” 耶穌說：“你們到如今還不明白嗎？ 豈不知凡入口的，是運到肚子裡，又落在茅廁裡嗎？ 惟獨出口的，是從心裡發出來的，這才污穢人。因為從心裡發出來的，有惡念、兇殺、姦淫、苟合、偷盜、妄證、謗讟， 這都是污穢人的。至於不洗手吃飯，那卻不污穢人。”]

耶穌離開那裏，退到推羅、西頓的境內去。有一個迦南婦人，從那地方出來，喊著說：主啊，大衛的子孫，可憐我！我女兒被鬼附得甚苦。耶穌卻一言不答。門徒進前來，求祂說：這婦人在我們後頭喊叫，請打發她走吧。 耶穌說：我奉差遣不過是到以色列家迷失的羊那裏去。那婦人來拜祂，說：主啊，幫助我！祂回答說：不好拿兒女的餅丟給狗吃。婦人說：主啊，不錯；但是狗也吃它主人桌子上掉下來的碎渣兒。耶穌說：婦人，你的信心是大的！照你所要的，給你成全了吧。從那時候，她女兒就好了。
