Proper 12 
Closest to July 27  
Genesis 29:15-28
Ps. 105:1-11,45b  or 128  

or 
1 Kings 3:5-12

Ps. 119:129-136
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Collect:  Proper 12
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:  Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  for ever and ever.  Amen.
The Book of Genesis   29: 15 - 28
Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
1
Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *


make known his deeds among the peoples.

2
Sing to him, sing praises to him, *


and speak of all his marvelous works.

3
Glory in his holy Name; *


let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

4
Search for the LORD and his strength; *


continually seek his face.

5
Remember the marvels he has done, *


his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6
O offspring of Abraham his servant, *


O children of Jacob his chosen.

7
He is the LORD our God; * 


his judgments prevail in all the world.

8
He has always been mindful of his covenant, *


the promise he made for a thousand generations:

9
The covenant he made with Abraham, *


the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10
Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 



an everlasting covenant for Israel,

11
Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *


to be your allotted inheritance."

45
Hallelujah!


Psalm   128
1
Happy are they all who fear the LORD, *


and who follow in his ways!

2
You shall eat the fruit of your labor; *


happiness and prosperity shall be yours.

3
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, *


your children like olive shoots round about your table.

4
The man who fears the LORD * 


shall thus indeed be blessed.

5
The LORD bless you from Zion, *


and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 


all the days of your life.

6
May you live to see your children's children; *


may peace be upon Israel.


The First Book of Kings   3: 5 - 12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.
Psalm 119: 129–136 

129
Your decrees are wonderful; *




therefore I obey them with all my heart.

130
When your word goes forth it gives light; *


it gives understanding to the simple.

131
I open my mouth and pant; *


I long for your commandments.

132
Turn to me in mercy, *


as you always do to those who love your Name.

133
Steady my footsteps in your word; *


let no iniquity have dominion over me.

134
Rescue me from those who oppress me, *


and I will keep your commandments.

135
Let your countenance shine upon your servant *


and teach me your statutes.

136
My eyes shed streams of tears, *


because people do not keep your law.


The Epistle to the Romans   8: 26 - 39
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Gospel according to Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 六 主 日 

祝 文    合 時 儀 文  第 十 二 式

上帝啊，凡倚靠主的，都蒙保佑，凡離開主的，就沒有力量，也不能成為聖潔：求主多施憐憫，使我們藉著主的治理和引導，度過短暫的今生，就不失去來世的永福；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督。 聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們 。

創 世 記    29: 15 - 28 
拉班對雅各說：“你雖是我的骨肉，豈可白白地服事我？請告訴我，你要甚麼為工價？” 拉班有兩個女兒：大的名叫利亞，小的名叫拉結。利亞的眼睛沒有神氣，拉結卻生得美貌俊秀。雅各愛拉結，就說：“我願為你小女兒拉結服事你七年。”拉班說：“我把她給你，勝似給別人，你與我同住吧！”雅各就為拉結服事了七年。他因為深愛拉結，就看這七年如同幾天。雅各對拉班說：“日期已經滿了，求你把我的妻子給我，我好與她同房。”拉班就擺設筵席，請齊了那地方的眾人。到晚上，拉班將女兒利亞送來給雅各，雅各就與她同房。拉班又將婢女悉帕給女兒利亞作使女。到了早晨，雅各一看是利亞，就對拉班說：“你向我做的是甚麼事呢？我服事你，不是為拉結嗎？你為甚麼欺哄我呢？”拉班說：“大女兒還沒有給人，先把小女兒給人，在我們這地方沒有這規矩。你為這個滿了七日，我就把那個也給你，你再為她服事我七年。”雅各就如此行。滿了利亞的七日，拉班便將女兒拉結給雅各為妻。
詩  篇  105:1-11, 45b
1
你們要稱謝耶和華，求告他的名，*



在萬民中傳揚他的作為。

2
要向他唱詩歌頌，*



談論他一切奇妙的作為。

3
要以他的聖名誇耀！*



尋求耶和華的人，心中應當歡喜！

4
要尋求耶和華與他的能力，*



時常尋求他的面。

5
你們要記念他奇妙的作為*



和他的奇事，並他口中的判語。

6
他僕人亞伯拉罕的後裔，*



他所揀選雅各的子孫哪。

7
他是耶和華─我們的上帝，*



全地都有他的判斷。

8
他記念他的約，直到永遠；*



他所吩咐的話，直到千代！

9
就是與亞伯拉罕所立的約，*



向以撒所起的誓。

10
他又將這約向雅各定為律例，*



向以色列定為永遠的約，

11
說：我必將迦南地賜給你，*



作你產業的分。
45
你們要讚美耶和華！
詩 篇  128 

1
凡敬畏耶和華、*



遵行他道的人便為有福！

2
你要吃勞碌得來的；*



你要享福，事情順利。

3
你妻子在你的內室，好像多結果子的葡萄樹；*



你兒女圍繞你的桌子，好像橄欖栽子。

4
看哪，敬畏耶和華的人*



必要這樣蒙福！

5
願耶和華從錫安賜福給你！*



願你一生一世看見耶路撒冷的好處。

6
願你看見你兒女的兒女！*



願平安歸於以色列！
列 王 紀 上  3: 5 - 12

在基遍，夜間夢中，耶和華向所羅門顯現，對他說：你願我賜你甚麼﹖你可以求。所羅門說：你僕人─我父親大衛用誠實、公義、正直的心行在你面前，你就向他大施恩典，又為他存留恩，賜一個兒子坐在他的位上，正如今日一樣。耶和華─我的上帝啊，如今你使僕人接續我父親大衛作王；但我是幼童，不知道應當怎樣出入。僕人住在你所揀選的民中，這民多得不可勝數。所以求你賜我智慧，可以判斷你的民，能辨別是非。不然，誰能判斷這眾多的民呢﹖所羅門因為求這事，就蒙主喜悅。上帝對他說：你既然求這事，不為自己求壽、求富，也不求滅絕你仇敵的性命，單求智慧可以聽訟，我就應允你所求的，賜你聰明智慧，甚至在你以前沒有像你的，在你以後也沒有像你的
詩 篇 119:129 - 136
129
你的法度奇妙，*



所以我一心謹守。

130
你的言語一解開就發出亮光，*



使愚人通達。

131
我張口而氣喘，*



因我切慕你的命令。

132
求你轉向我，憐憫我，*



好像你素常待那些愛你名的人。

133
求你用你的話使我腳步穩當，*



不許甚麼罪孽轄制我。

134
求你救我脫離人的欺壓，*



我要遵守你的訓詞。

135
求你用臉光照僕人，*



又將你的律例教訓我。

136
我的眼淚下流成河，*



因為他們不守你的律法。

羅 馬 書  8: 26 - 39
況且，我們的軟弱有聖靈幫助，我們本不曉得當怎樣禱告，只是聖靈親自用說不出來的歎息替我們禱告。鑒察人心的，曉得聖靈的意思，因為聖靈照著上帝的旨意替聖徒祈求。我們曉得萬事都互相效力，叫愛上帝的人得益處，就是按他旨意被召的人。因為他預先所知道的人，就預先定下效法他兒子的模樣，使他兒子在許多弟兄中作長子。預先所定下的人又召他們來；所召來的人又稱他們為義；所稱為義的人又叫他們得榮耀。既是這樣，還有甚麼說的呢？上帝若幫助我們，誰能敵擋我們呢？上帝既不愛惜自己的兒子為我們眾人捨了，豈不也把萬物和他一同白白地賜給我們嗎？誰能控告上帝所揀選的人呢？有上帝稱他們為義了。誰能定他們的罪呢？有基督耶穌已經死了，而且從死裡復活，現今在上帝的右邊，也替我們祈求。誰能使我們與基督的愛隔絕呢？難道是患難嗎？是困苦嗎？是逼迫嗎？是飢餓嗎？是赤身露體嗎？是危險嗎？是刀劍嗎？如經上所記：“我們為你的緣故終日被殺，人看我們如將宰的羊。” 然而，靠著愛我們的主，在這一切的事上已經得勝有餘了。因為我深信無論是死、是生，是天使、是掌權的，是有能的，是現在的事、是將來的事，是高處的、是低處的，是別的受造之物，都不能叫我們與上帝的愛隔絕；這愛是在我們的主基督耶穌裡的。

馬 太 福 音 13: 31 - 33 , 44 - 52
耶穌又設個比喻對他們說：“天國好像一粒芥菜種，有人拿去種在田裡。這原是百種裡最小的，等到長起來，卻比各樣的菜都大，且成了樹，天上的飛鳥來宿在它的枝上。”他又對他們講個比喻說：“天國好像麵酵，有婦人拿來，藏在三斗麵裡，直等全團都發起來。” 天國好像寶貝藏在地裡，人遇見了就把它藏起來，歡歡喜喜地去變賣一切所有的，買這塊地。天國又好像買賣人尋找好珠子， 遇見一顆重價的珠子，就去變賣他一切所有的，買了這顆珠子。天國又好像網撒在海裡，聚攏各樣水族。網既滿了，人就拉上岸來；坐下，揀好的收在器具裡，將不好的丟棄了。世界的末了也要這樣。天使要出來，從義人中把惡人分別出來， 丟在火爐裡，在那裡必要哀哭切齒了。”耶穌說：“這一切的話你們都明白了嗎？”他們說：“我們明白了。”他說：“凡文士受教作天國的門徒，就像一個家主，從他庫裡拿出新舊的東西來。”
