Holy Saturday 
Job 14:1-14

Ps.  31:1-4,15-16

1 Peter 4:1-8

Matthew 27:57-66

or John 19:38-42
Holy Saturday
(All Years)
O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so may we await with him the coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Book of Job  14: 1 - 14

A mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble, comes up like a flower and withers, flees like a shadow and does not last. Do you fix your eyes on such a one? Do you bring me into judgment with you? Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one can. Since their days are determined, and the number of their months is known to you, and you have appointed the bounds that they cannot pass, look away from them, and desist, that they may enjoy, like laborers, their days.  “For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease. Though its root grows old in the earth, and its stump dies in the ground, yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth branches like a young plant. But mortals die, and are laid low; humans expire, and where are they? As waters fail from a lake, and a river wastes away and dries up, so mortals lie down and do not rise again; until the heavens are no more, they will not awake or be roused out of their sleep. Oh that you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath is past, that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me! If mortals die, will they live again? All the days of my service I would wait until my release should come.


Psalm   31: 1-4, 15-16

1  
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge;


let me never be put to shame; *

 

deliver me in your righteousness.

2  
Incline your ear to me; *

 

make haste to deliver me.

3  
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,


for you are my crag and my stronghold; *

 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

4  
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *

 

for you are my tower of strength.

15  
My times are in your hand; *

 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies,

 

and from those who persecute me.

16  
Make your face to shine upon your servant, *

 

and in your loving kindness save me.”


The First Epistle of Peter    4: 1 - 8
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention (for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human desires but by the will of God. You have already spent enough time in doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. They are surprised that you no longer join them in the same excesses of dissipation, and so they blaspheme. But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as God does. The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.


The Gospel according to Matthew 27: 57 - 66

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
or 
The Gospel according to John   19: 38 - 42

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
聖 週 禮 拜 六

祝 文 

上帝啊，你是創造天地萬物的主：昔日你的愛子被釘死的身體在這聖潔的安息日安置在墓穴中，求主使我們與他一同守候第三天的來臨，就可以和他一同復活，進入新生；聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。阿 們。


約 伯 記
14: 1 - 14 
人為婦人所生，日子短少，多有患難。出來如花，又被割下；飛去如影，不能存留。這樣的人你豈睜眼看他嗎？又叫我來受審嗎？誰能使潔淨之物出於污穢之中呢？無論誰也不能！人的日子既然限定，他的月數在你那裡，你也派定他的界限，使他不能越過；便求你轉眼不看他，使他得歇息，直等他像雇工人完畢他的日子。樹若被砍下，還可指望發芽，嫩枝生長不息，其根雖然衰老在地裡，幹也死在土中；及至得了水氣，還要發芽，又長枝條，像新栽的樹一樣。但人死亡而消滅，他氣絕，竟在何處呢？海中的水絕盡，江河消散乾涸。人也是如此，躺下不再起來，等到天沒有了，仍不得復醒，也不得從睡中喚醒。惟願你把我藏在陰間，存於隱密處，等你的忿怒過去；願你為我定了日期記念我。人若死了豈能再活呢？我只要在我一切爭戰的日子，等我被釋放的時候來到。

詩   篇
31: 1 - 4, 15 - 16
1
耶和華啊，我投靠你；

求你使我永不羞愧；*



憑你的公義搭救我。
2
求你側耳而聽，*



快快救我！
3
作我堅固的磐石，拯救我的保障！

因為你是我的巖石，我的山寨；*



所以，求你為你名的緣故引導我，指點我。
4
求你救我脫離人為我暗設的網羅，*



因為你是我的保障。
15
我終身的事在你手中；*



求你救我脫離仇敵的手


和那些逼迫我的人。
16
求你使你的臉光照僕人，*



憑你的慈愛拯救我。

彼 得 前 書   4: 1 - 8
基督既在肉身受苦，你們也當將這樣的心志作為兵器，因為在肉身受過苦的，就已經與罪斷絕了。你們存這樣的心，從今以後，就可以不從人的情慾，只從上帝的旨意在世度餘下的光陰。因為往日隨從外邦人的心意行邪淫、惡慾、醉酒、荒宴、群飲，並可惡拜偶像的事，時候已經夠了。他們在這些事上，見你們不與他們同奔那放蕩無度的路，就以為怪，毀謗你們。他們必在那將要審判活人死人的主面前交賬。為此，就是死人也曾有福音傳給他們，要叫他們的肉體按著人受審判，他們的靈性卻靠上帝活著。萬物的結局近了，所以你們要謹慎自守，警醒禱告。最要緊的是彼此切實相愛，因為愛能遮掩許多的罪。

馬 太 福 音
27: 57 - 66
到了晚上，有一個財主，名叫約瑟，是亞利馬太來的，他也是耶穌的門徒。這人去見彼拉多，求耶穌的身體，彼拉多就吩咐給他。約瑟取了身體，用乾淨細麻布裹好，安放在自己的新墳墓裡，就是他鑿在磐石裡的。他又把大石頭滾到墓門口，就去了。有抹大拉的馬利亞和那個馬利亞在那裡，對著墳墓坐著。次日，就是預備日的第二天，祭司長和法利賽人聚集，來見彼拉多，說： “大人，我們記得那誘惑人的還活著的時候，曾說： ‘三日後我要復活’。因此，請吩咐人將墳墓把守妥當，直到第三日，恐怕他的門徒來把他偷了去，就告
訴百姓說：‘他從死裡復活了。’這樣，那後來的迷惑比先前的更利害了。”彼拉多說：“你們有看守的兵，去吧！盡你們所能的把守妥當。”他們就帶著看守的兵同去，封了石頭，將墳墓把守妥當。
約 翰 福 音
19: 38 - 42 
這些事以後，有亞利馬太人約瑟，是耶穌的門徒，只因怕猶太人，就暗暗地作門徒。他來求彼拉多，要把耶穌的身體領去。彼拉多允准，他就把耶穌的身體領去了。又有尼哥德慕，就是先前夜裡去見耶穌的，帶著沒藥和沉香約有一百斤前來。他們就照猶太人殯葬的規矩，把耶穌的身體用細麻布加上香料裹好了。在耶穌釘十字架的地方有一個園子，園子裡有一座新墳墓，是從來沒有葬過人的。只因是猶太人的預備日，又因那墳墓近，他們就把耶穌安放在那裡。。

